CHURCH OF ST. THOMAS MORE
MARCH 9, 2008
THE FIFTH SUNDAY OF LENT (A)

Theme/Call To Worship

In the story of the raising of Lazarus, the sisters of Lazarus play a prominent role. Both Mary and Martha are profoundly affected by the
events surrounding the death of their brother, and each react differently. While Mary sits at home in mourning over the death of her
brother, Martha goes out to greet Jesus, who has come to visit Lazarus. In Martha’s exchange with Jesus, she testifies to Jesus’ identity:
“I have come to believe that you are the Christ, the Son of God, the one who is coming into the world.” This confession of faith by Martha

in John’s Gospel parallels Peter’s confession of faith in the Synoptics (cf. Mt 16:15-16; Mk 8:29; Lk 9:20).

Introduction To The Word

l. Ez 37: 12-14. This reading is a loving promise that the Lord will put His spirit into His people and will let them live.
1. Rom 8:8-11. Paul reminds the Romans that they are not people of the flesh but people of the Spirit because the Spirit of God

dwells in them.

Il Jn 11:1-45. In great detail, John tells the story of the raising of Lazarus to life. Upon learning of the death of Lazarus, His dear
friend, Jesus goes to comfort Martha and Mary. After proclaiming, “I am the Resurrection and the Life,” Jesus goes to the tomb of Lazarus

and restores him to life.

At St. Thomas More This Week:

Date: Event: Time:

03709 Group Baptism 1:30  p.m.
L.A.O.H. 2:30  p.m.

03710 Parish Council Meeting 6:30 p.m.

03711 A.A. Meeting 6:30  p.m.

03712 Christian Meditation 5:45 p.m.

03/13 A.A. Meeting 6:30 p.m.

03714 A.A. Meeting 6:30 p.m.

03/15 Vigil: Palm Sunday 5:45  p.m.

WEEKDAY BIBLE READING

03/10 Dn 13:1-9, 15-17, 19-30, 33-62 or Dn 13:41c-62,
Ps 23:1-3a, 3b-4, 5, 6, Jn 8:1-11

03/11 Nm 21:4-9, Ps 102:2-3, 16-18, 19-21, Jn 8:21-30

03712 Dn 3:14-20, 91-92, 95, Ps: Dn 3:52, 53, 54, 55,
56, Jn 8:31-42

03/13 Gn 17:3-9, Ps 105:4-5, 6-7, 8-9, Jn 8:51-59

03714 Jer 20:10-13, Ps 18:2-3a, 3bc-4, 5-6, 7, Jn 10:31-
42

03715 2Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16, Rom 4:13, 16-18, 22, Ps

89:2-3, 4-5, 27 and 29, Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24a or Lk
2:41-51a

—m—mm—m——————————— ]|

Liturgical Celebration of Saint Patrick and Saint Joseph

Since St. Patrick’s Day (March 17) and St. Joseph’s Day (March 19)
both fall in Holy Week this year their liturgical celebration conflicts
with the Holy Week calendar. Accordingly, the Church has moved
their liturgical celebration back to this week as follows:

»  On Friday, March 14, the Feast of St. Patrick will be observed.
Cardinal Egan has dispensed all Catholics in New York from the
Lenten Fast and abstinence on this Friday. (The Civic celebration
of St. Patrick with the Annual Fifth Avenue Parade will still be
observed on Monday, March 17.)

» On Saturday, March 15 the Feast of St. Joseph will be observed
at morning and noon masses. (The evening mass today will be
the Palm Sunday Mass.)

Fr. Boehning

His Holiness Pope Benedict XVI will visit our Archdiocese!
Papal Visit: April 18-20, 2008

Volunteer Applications can be obtained by contacting Ivelisse
Sanchez, Papal Visit: Volunteers, Room 1879, 1011 First
Avenue, New York, NY 10022. (212) 371-1000) Application
forms are required.

Daylight Savings Time begins Today, March 9, 2008

“Everyone born of God overcomes the world. This is the victory
that has overcome the world, even our faith.” -1Jn5:4

Lenten Reflection:

Personal Sin and Social Evil - “Patterns of evil can be institutionalized.
Injustice, for example, can become part of a group’s way of life,
embedded in laws and social customs. Such patterns, in a ripple
effect, contaminate the attitudes and actions of people in that
environment. The influence of these patterns can be so subtle that
people enmeshed in them may literally be unaware of the evil they
promote (1865-1869). The mystery of original sin has a social
dimension, and cooperation in evil patterns deepens the presence of
evil in the world. It contributes to human suffering. Thus, Vatican
I makes a point of focusing — especially during the penitential season
of Lent — on “the social consequences of sin” (The Constitution on the
Sacred Liturgy, 109). To go along with institutional evil makes a
person “part of the problem” — an active descendent of the Old Man,
Adam. To resist or confront social evil makes you “part of the
answer” — a person alive with the life won for us by the New Man,
Jesus Christ (1869, 1872).” -Catechism of the Catholic Church




MASS INTENTIONS FOR WEEK OF MARCH 9TH
Monday, March 10th

7:00  In Honor of Saint Joseph
8:00 In Honor of Saint Joseph
12:15  Catherine Leahy (d)

Tuesday, March 11th

7:00  InHonor of Saint Joseph
8:00  InHonor of Saint Joseph
12:15  Seton Fell (1)

Wednesday, March 12th

7:00  InHonor of Saint Joseph
8:00  InHonor of Saint Joseph
12:15  Denis Leahy (d)

Thursday, March 13th

7:00  Joanne O’Leary (1)
8:00  Linda Tilton (d)
12:15  Cilia Inez Rendon (d)

Friday, March 14th

7:00  The Holy Souls in Purgatory
8:00  Greta Raby (d)
12:15  Sr. Maria Kateri, SV (1)

Saturday, March 15th

\ ZOOSC [ Indlys DID YOU RECEIVE ’A
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APPEAL MAILING?
= SHARING GOD'S GIFTS

If not, please pick up a packet at the Parish Office or in the rear of the
Church. We need the support of all parishioners to meet our assigned
goal of $137,500.

Thank you,

Fr. Boehning

Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions April 2008:

1. General: That even in difficult and complex situations of
present-day society, Christians may never tire of proclaiming with
their lives Christ’s resurrection, the source of hope and peace.

2. Mission: That future priests in young Churches may be ever
more seriously formed culturally and spiritually in order to
evangelize their respective countries and the whole world.

8:00  Fundador Santiago (d) , ]
12:15  Billie Lawrence (d) Holy Father’s Prayer Intentions May 2008:
5:45  Vigil Mass: Palm Sunday 3. General: That Christians may use literature, art and the media
Celebrant Sunday Schedule to greater advantage to favor a culture which defends and
promotes the values of the human person.
Mass Mar. 9th Mar. 16th 4. Mission: That just as she accompanied the Apostles in the early
Sat. 5:45 PM Fr. Boehning Fr. Tentativa stages qf the Church, may the Blessed Virgin'Mary, Star'of
Evangelization and Queen of Apostles, continue to guide
Sun. 8:30 AM Fr. Tentativa Fr. Diaz missionaries throughout the world with maternal affection.
Sun. 10:00 AM Msgr. Shelley Fr. Boehning
Visit www.PriestforLife.org
Sun. 11:15 AM Fr. Boehning Fr. Diaz Priest For Life
Sun. 12:30 PM Fr. Diaz Fr. Tentativa P.O. Box 14112
- : Staten Island, NY 10314
Sun. 5:45PM Fr. Diaz Fr. Boehning Phone: 718-980-4400
Fax: 718-980-6515
Archdiocese of New York Vocation Office Email: mail @priestsforlife.org

Father. Destiny. Courage. Character. Tradition. Sacrifice.
Love.

As the catechumens receive the “Our Father” this week, our
Holy Father Pope Benedict reminds us who the priests is: “The
faithful expect only one thing from priests: that they be
specialists in promoting the encounter between man and God.
The priest is not asked to be an expert in economics,
construction or politics. He is expected to be an expert in the
spiritual life.” The spring Discernment Weekend for young men
ages 18-40 considering the priesthood will be next weekend,
March 14-16, 2008. For more information please contact Fr.
Luke Sweeney or Fr. Luis Saldafia at (914) 968-134 or
www.NYPRIEST.COM “The World Needs Heroes.”

- Jer 33:3a -

“Call to me and | will answer you...”

Email;

clergy@priestsforlife.org

Penance: Reconciliation:

“Penance is the sacrament by which we receive God’s healing
forgiveness for sins committed after Baptism. The rite is called
Reconciliation because it reconciles us not only with God but with the
Church community. Both aspects of reconciliation are important
(1468-1470). Asmembers of Christ’s Body, everything we do affects
the whole Body. Sin wounds and weakens the Body of Christ; the
healing we receive in penance restores health and strength to the
Church, as well as to ourselves. When a person turns aside or away
from God’s love, the harm is to the sinner. Venial sin strains one’s
relationship with God. Mortal sin ruptures the relationship (1854-
1863).

- Catechism of the Catholic Church




